We Need To Talk About Handsfree: Police
officers should not give dangerous advice
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The evidence shows that using a hands-free
device creates the same risks of a collision as
using a hand-held device, and it is therefore
inappropriate for the law to condone it by
omission...There needs to be a step change in the

* The Transport Select Committee, Road Craft and &
Motorcycle Craft (the texts used to educate all
emergency responders) and Driving For Better
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the research findings and advise against handsfree this is to successfully change public behaviour, it
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* Having experienced our educational intervention, 79% » A d

driving is dangerous.
of officers said in future they would explain to offenders '35
specifically why handsfree phone use is distracting.
* So, officers can be persuaded by the research findings.
But they need to know that their senior officers are
behind them.




‘l welcome any research which progresses our understanding
of risk and how it can be removed from our roads. This is a
positive step forward in terms of preventing harm and
reducing fatal and serious collisions. This work should be
applauded and carefully considered by everyone who uses the
roads ’

Chief Constable Jo Shiner
NPCC Lead for Roads Policing
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91% of police officers we surveyed (411 participants) said
they offer education on the dangers of phone use when
they stop an offender. — THEY are giving advice, but it's
about giving good advice...

When they stop someone for handheld use, officers should
not be recommending drivers try an alternative that could
also kill them or someone else.

It might be difficult to explain why handsfree is not safe, but
we can predict what drivers might say and have given you
some responses that should help.

Alongside advice at the roadside, it's important to ensure
other force comms are also 'on message' about why We
Need To Talk About Handsfree.
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Are you a
focused driver?
Find out in this interactive quiz

You can find lots of resources and information on our
website, including how to address challenges made
by offenders.
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